Crosshatching in Art: How to Add
Value & Texture with Simple Lines

One of the most important tools you can have at your disposal as an artist is a strong knowledge of
hatching. Drawing is all about mark-making, after all, and the various forms of hatching and crosshatching
are some ofthe mostvaluabletools for generating value and texture inadrawing. They can provide a solid
sense of atmospheric perspective and contour.Best ofall, these methodsworkjust as easily in bothpencil
and penandink!

Let’stakealookatsixbasicformsofhatchingandcrosshatchingand
the advantages of each.

PARALLEL HATCHING

Parallel hatching is one of the most basic forms of hatching, andit’s
still avery effective wayof demonstrating value (lightand dark)ina
drawing. It consists of rows of parallel lines placed closely together.
Anywhere youputhatchinginadrawing,thatareawill appear darker
orinshadow, and anywhereyoudon’twillappearasahighlight.All
ofthe hatchingisverticalinthe example below, but it can be at any
angle. Notice that some hatch marksare closertogether,suchas
along the topof theindex finger. Whenyouincrease the density ofa
collectionofhatch marks, the areawill appear darker, which can be
useful for creating value variations as we’ll see.

CONTOUR HATCHING

Ratherthansimple parallellines,contourhatchingiswhenthelines
follow the contoursofthe subject. Here, the hatch marksfollow the
curvesofthe hand. Thismethod ofhatching greatly enhancesthe
sense of volume and three-dimensionality of anything you are
drawing, in addition to providing value.




CROSSHATCHING

This is such a well-known method that nearly every artist has
encounteredit,andit’s exactly whatitsounds like. Afterlaying down
one passof hatchmarks, another set of hatch marksare drawnon
top, usually in a perpendicular or near-perpendicular direction to the
first set. Thismethodisoneofthe quickest and most effective ways
to varythe density and darkenthe valuesinyourhatching. Asyou
cansee,itcreatesaricheroverallfeeltothedrawing. Cross hatching
can be applied as simple straight lines, just like parallel hatching, or it
canfollowthe contoursofthesubjectasbelow.

FINE CROSSHATCHING

Thisis the richest and most subtle form of crosshatching, and
it mightevenreadasatonal or pencil-shaded drawing fromfar
away. The method isthe sameasabove, with several layersof
cross hatch marksratherthanjusttwo, to createevenmore
nuanced differencesintone andvalue. Afine-line penisthe
besttoolforfine crosshatching,asthe close markswillappear
to blendtogetherfromadistance.

“‘BASKET” OR “WOVEN" HATCHING

There may not beanofficialname for thistype ofhatching, butit
isavery strikingandgraphicstyle ofhatchingwhen usedcorrectly.
Rather than all parallel marks, this method uses short sets of
parallel marksinone direction, thenanadjacent group of parallel
marks in an almost perpendicular direction. The effect looks
wovenwhendonewell, and they canalso becrosshatchedto

add density if desired.



“TICK” HATCHING

Thisis anothervery graphic style of hatching, consisting ofvery

short parallel strokes or “ticks.” Because the marks are so small and
short,youcanalmost pile themontopofoneanothertocreate

density, without worrying aboutcrosshatching. This style often

works bestwithathickerpentoincreasethe graphicquality.



